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EDUCATION 
 
2001  University of Pennsylvania Law School, J.D., Summa Cum Laude,  

 Order of the Coif 
  
  Honors and Activities: 

  Best Oralist Prize, Keedy Cup Moot Court Competition, 2001 
  Senior Editor, University of Pennsylvania Law Review 
  Wapner, Newman and Wigrizer Award (excellent civil trial advocacy) 
  Oscar Milton Davis Prize (highest grades in third-year course work) 

 
1997 Pennsylvania State University, B.A., Political Science with High Honors (general 

course work) and Honors Medal in Political Science (University Scholars 
Program) 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Kairys, Rudovsky, Messing & Feinberg LLP (Associate 2002-2006; Partner 2006-Present) 

 
Law practice focused on civil rights, civil liberties, criminal defense, and federal court 
immigration appeals 

 
Law Clerk to The Honorable Jan E. DuBois, U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania (2001-2002) 
 
BAR MEMBERSHIPS 
 
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
United States District Court for the District of New Jersey 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court of New Jersey 
 
PROFESSIONAL AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
Pennsylvania Prison Society, Meritorious Service Award, May 9, 2007 
 
Named “Rising Star” in Civil Rights litigation, Law & Politics/Philadelphia Magazine, 2006 
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HIAS and Council Migration Service of Philadelphia Pro Bono Award, September 17, 2003 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Member, Criminal Justice Act Panel, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania – 
Accepting appointments for representation of criminal defendants, 2004 – Present 
 
Member, Criminal Justice Act Panel, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania – 
Accepting appointments for representation of petitioners in immigration matters, 2003 – Present 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Defense of Drug Laden Ship Cases (Chapter), Defense of Narcotics Cases (Matthew Bender & 
Co., Inc. 2006) 
 
Defense of Same-Sex Sexual Conduct and Related Cases (Chapter), The Prosecution and 
Defense of Sex Crimes (Matthew Bender & Co., Inc. 2006) 
 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 
 
Rutgers-Camden Law School, Current Issues in Civil Rights Litigation Seminar (Professor Sarah 
M. Ricks): Lecture on civil rights case evaluation, February 21, 2007. 
 
University Pennsylvania Law School, Prisoner Legal Rights Clinic: Lecture on civil rights career 
options and prisoner civil rights litigation, April 2, 2007 
 
REPRESENTATIVE CASES 
 
Civil Rights/General Civil 
 

Kelly Farley v. City of Philadelphia et al., U.S.D.C. E.D. Pa. No. 06-2110 (civil rights 
claim concerning denial of medical care to pregnant inmate experiencing pre-term labor 
resulting in premature delivery and death of infant; confidential settlement) 
 
Peter Muse v. City of Philadelphia, U.S.D.C. E.D. Pa. No. 05-1554 ($50,000 verdict for 
plaintiff in municipal liability civil rights claim concerning City policy allowing prison 
inmates access to immersion heaters) 
 
Harold Lischner v. Upper Darby Township et al., U.S.D.C. E.D. Pa. No. 05-4546 (civil 
rights claim alleging unlawful arrest in arrest of peaceful demonstrator outside fund-
raising speech given by President; pending) 
 
Richard Engram v. City of Philadelphia et al., U.S.D.C. E.D. Pa. No. 05-2960 (civil 
rights claim involving prison medical service’s failure to provide follow-up orthopedic 
care to inmate after elbow injury resulting in permanent injury; confidential settlement) 
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Carmen Pagan et al. v. City of Philadelphia et al., U.S.D.C. E.D. Pa. No. 05-2898 (co-
counsel with Women’s Law Project and Pennsylvania Institutional Law Project) (civil 
rights claims involving denial of proper care to four female prison inmates with 
methicillin resistant staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) infections; confidential settlement) 
 
Natalie Leckerman v. TransUnion LLC et al., U.S.D.C. E.D. Pa. No. 05-2298 (Fair Credit 
Reporting Act claim arising from creditors’ failure to correct detrimental errors on 
plaintiff’s credit report; confidential settlement) 
 
James Calcagni, Jr. v. Borough of Souderton et al., U.S.D.C. E.D. Pa. No. 04-139 (civil 
rights claim involving police officer’s unlawful arrest of and use of unreasonable force 
against high school student; confidential settlement) 
 

Criminal Defense/Habeas Corpus 
 

Derek Smith v. Robert Shannon et al, U.S.D.C. E.D. Pa. No. 05-1431 (habeas corpus 
petition challenging in absentia conviction and claiming exception to statute of 
limitations on equitable tolling ground; pending) 
 
George Ivan Lopez v. Jeffrey Beard et al., U.S.D.C. E.D. Pa. 04-4181 (capital habeas 
corpus petition challenging conviction and death sentence; pending) 
 
Commonwealth v. Antwan Burgess, No. 2286 EDA 2004 (Pa. Super. Ct.) (obtained 
reversal of conviction and sentence on direct appeal on ground that defendant’s 
constitutional right to public trial was violated upon trial court’s closure of court room to 
defendant’s family members; Commonwealth allocatur petition pending) 
 
McIntyre v. Klem, 347 F. Supp. 2d 206 (E.D. Pa. 2004) (Brody, J.) (obtained 
reinstatement of habeas corpus petitioner’s right to file direct appeal from state court 
conviction and life sentence) 
 

Immigration 
 

Debeato v. Gonzales, Third Circuit No. 05-3235 (petition for review challenging 
reinstatement of 1996 deportation order rendered invalid by intervening change of law; 
pending) 
 
Madrane v. Gonzales, Third Circuit No. 05-2775 (consent remand to Immigration Judge 
granted after submission of petitioner’s brief challenging denial of opportunity for 
petitioner to seek discretionary relief under INA § 212(h)) 
 
Zubeda v. Ashcroft, 436 F.3d 333 (3d Cir. 2003) (obtained remand to Immigration Judge 
on ground that Board of Immigration Appeals did not properly address Convention 
Against Torture claim of petitioner who was sexually abused by rebel soldiers in the 
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Democratic Republic of the Congo; on remand, relief under Convention Against Torture 
granted) 
 

 
 
 
 


